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to the east (Schnagl et al., 1986; Schnagl and Foti, 1988, unpublished data).
Similar titres were obtained whether purified Central Australian or Western
Australian CVLPs, which proved to be antigenically identical, were used.
There was no difference between males and females in the prevalence of high
and low titres, as had been found previously in Central Australia (Schnagl
et al., 1986). It was found that antibody titres to CVLPs in sera from urban
Aborigines, from the several Australian state capital cities, were generally
very much lower than those from the rural Aborigines (Table 1).

CVLP antibody titres in European sera were either extremely low or
there was no measurable titre (Table 1). In fact there was only one serum from
amongst the 46 such sera tested where a titre of above 2 was recorded, and
this was a titre of 5. Further it is felt that considering the concentration of
serum involved that a titre of 2 is not necessarily one that could be considered
with confidence as being positive for CVLPs (Schnagl et al., 1986).

It has been known for some time that CVLPs were excreted by a substan-
tial percentage of individuals in the rural black population of at least some
areas of South Africa including the Transvaal (Schoub, 1981). It was there-
fore of interest to test sera from rural South African blacks for the presence
of antibody to such particles in the light of the results obtained with Austra-
lian Aborigines. Using Central Australian CVLPs titres ranging from 5—200
were obtained (Table 1), but enough South African CVLPs (from Lesotho)
were available to enable half of the South African sera to be tested with
them. The titres thus obtained were generally approximately twice as high
as those obtained with Central Australian CVLPs, giving a range in titres
of 10—500. This finding of higher titres using the South African CVLPs is
not surprising as these CVLPs had previously been shown to differ antigenic-
ally from the Central Australian ones (Schnagl et al., 1987).

Decoration antibody titres to CVLPs in sera from individuals from the
Jogjakarta area of Indonesia ranged from 2—200 (Table 1). It is unfortunate
that Indonesian CVLPs were not available to more completely test these
sera as the titres obtained were in approximately the same range as those
obtained with the South African sera and Central Australian CVLPs. Higher,
more indicative titres may have resulted from the use of Indonesian CVLPs.
It is interesting to note with the Indonesian sera that the majority giving
higher titres (of 50—200) were from females, 11 of 20, compared to 1 of 21
for males.

It had previously been found that up to 66%, of individuals on the Pacific
island of Kiribati were excreting CVLPs (R. D. Schnagl, unpublished data),
and as sera from Kiribati were not available it was decided to test sera from
the Pacific island of Niue. Living conditions on the two islands are very
similar. Using Central Australian CVLPs a range of titres of 10—100 was
obtained with these sera (Table 1), indicating at least a moderate level of
antibody to CVLPs, especially when compared to the results obtained with
sera from Australian Europeans.

CVLPs had previously been found to be excreted by individuals from the
same province, although it is not known if some of these were from the same









